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DEDICATION 


To my dear noble mother. 

Due to whose extraordinaiy upbringing, 

I became accustomed to offering the five daily prayers 
and habituated to doing good from a very young age. 


May Allah (most high) shower His mercy upon my mother's 
grave and grant her a high position in paradise. Amin. 


t' ,.A / i * „ 

(Qur'an, Surat al-Isra' (17), Verse 24) 


o my Lord! Be merciful to my parents just as they 
me as a child. Amin. 


nurtured 
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Introduction 


This world is susceptible to advancement and proficiency and has 
been as such since the very first day. After the passing of nearly 
every twenty five to thirty years, there is an increase in material 
resources and some form of progress in human ease. The 
simplicity and hardships parents endured thirty years previously 
continue to dominate their characters and mindsets, whereas, the 
upcoming generation grows up in an atmosphere of modernity 
and effortlessness. For this reason, a difference within their 
attitudes and thoughts naturally follows. 


wiween 











the ideal mother 


easily take effect. However, the biggest tragedy for the majoritv 
of Muslims living in the United Kingdom is that this gap between 
the parents and the grown up children has increased well beyond 
five and ten percent and can now be considered to be above 
ninety percent. Many families have been destroyed. Situations 
and cases have escalated to the point of suicide and murder. 

The number of fortunate households who are satisfied with their 
children is very limited, whereas, the vast majority is dissatisfied 
and saddened. Tales of woe concerning this gap are being related 
over and over again for the past thirty years. No newspaper and 
journal, and no conversation and gathering is free from this 
grievance. Despite this, the anxiety between parents and children 
is ever increasing. 

Those responsible for this gap are either both parents and 
children, or one of the two. If both recognise their individual 
responsibilities and attempt to fulfil them, this anxiety can 
decrease. 


Discussing the responsibilities of the mother only is the objective 
of this book. If Allah (most high) grants the ability, then in future 
separate books concerning the responsibilities of the father and 
the children will be written. In Slw' Allah. 


Children are the most valuable asset and investment of any 
nation. The nation that pays due attention and interest towards 
educating and upbringing the children enjoys a bright future. 
While a nation that does not fulfil the right of educating and 
upbringing the children faces a dark future. For a good son today 
^ ill be a good father tomorrow and a good daughter today will 
be a good mother tomorrow. 


'ithout doubt, every father loves his children; however, the 
ase motherly love has become an aphoristic proverb. F° r 
ir Hi/ 011, ^ as been used as a measure to illustrate Allah s love 
essinp^TAnV 11 3 bacbtb - The noble Messenger (peace an 
8 ° f Allah be U P<>" him) confirms that Allah (most high) * 
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Introduction 


nourishes the ^d this 1S a pra hptween love 

HoZvttmemoehers do notmamtain a balance^ ^ ^ 

and upbringing and in some un unreaso nable praise an 

and character of the children r»y # from sch ool or 
approval. For example, if a chdd ^ ^ ^ stop the chi]d s0 
swears at other children and the for fhe c hild, 

asnottobreakthechdd'sh^ they ^ up 


Therefore, it is essential that every mother reads this book. For 
this book makes her aware of her responsibilities and also 
provides a means of fulfilling those duties and achieving the 
desired objective. 


Muhammad Imdad Hussain Pirzada 
Jamia Al-Karam 
Eaton Hall, Retford 
March 2005 


^ Book of a2.; 


2Uhd ( 38 ), Chapter 35 


Hadith 4438. 
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Laying 


down tine Cloak 


THE MOTHER 

A mother is that fortunate woman who has been blessed with 
children. She enjoys a great status in Islam. Whenever, the foster 
mother of the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him), Halima Sa'diya (Allah be pleased with her) would 
arrive, our beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) would stand up to welcome her, lay down his 
cloak and seat his foster mother on it. 1 How great would the 
status of a true mother be, if this is the status in Islam of merely a 
foster mother who only provided her milk? 

Alongside His worship, Allah (most high) has also ordained the 
obedience to parents in the holy Qur'an; 

"And your Lord has decreed that you worship none 
17*^3)™ al0rie arud be 8 ° od to tHe parents." ( Qur'an 2 


Furthermore, out of both parents, the mother has been 


given 


AH) - s “ bl " 

2 Qur’an, Surat al-Isra' (17), Verse 23. 


'' Rash »d fi Sirat Khayr al-'Ibad, 


5 













the ideal mother 


precedence. As the mother firstly nourishes the child in h 
womb with the blood from her liver and then following birth she 
nurtures the child with the milk from her chest. However, the 
father does not carry out both these tasks. Perhaps, it is f or this 
reason that the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) stated; 

"The mother has the greatest right over a man." 3 


And; 


"Paradise lies beneath the feet of the mother." 4 

It is related that a student once asked Shaykh Abu Ishaq (Allah 
have mercy upon him), "In my dream last night, I saw you in 
paradise and in your beard were great diamonds and jewels, 
which had a very beautiful and splendid shine." To this, Shaykh 
Abu Ishaq (Allah have mercy upon him) replied, "You have seen 
the truth. In actual fact, last night my mother was unwell. Before 
going to sleep, I was gently pressing and massaging her feet and 
my beard was touching her feet. This beautiful light you saw is 
the blessing of the mother's feet because paradise lies beneath the 
feet of the mother." 


the CHILDREN 

Children are the beauty of life, the splendour of the home, the 
light of the eyes, the pleasure of the heart, the support in old age, 
a .? means continuance of humankind and a great blessing o( 

Allah (most high). 

If one wants to know the real value and worth of children, then 
gj e Us ^ anc l and wife who are deprived of this blessing 
myS remain ^ious and restless in order to have children. 


Volume 3 656 ^ at -Targhib wa't-Tarhib min al-Hadith 
< Sum 53 dumber 16). 

of al-Jihad (25), Chapter 6 , Hadith 3117. 
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DESIRING CHILDREN in order to be 

normal age for producing ^ Maryam (peace be upon 

SS'dSl^d the desire to have pure 

£3KS ir <r- * ’Z 

her) with out of season fruits, bless us with a pure offspring 
despite our old age." Eventually, Allah (most high) accepted 
their supplication and gave them glad tidings of a son, Yahya 
(peace be upon him). It is this supplication that has been 
mentioned in the holy Qur'an. ( Qur'an 5 3,38) 

It can be deduced from this verse that supplicating in a sacred 
place or in close proximity to a beloved person of Allah (most 
high) is a cause and means for greater acceptance. This is because 
Zakariyya (peace be upon him) supplicated in the company of 

(peace be upon him^ a c a ■ S^ted Zakariyya 

Muslims should not be prohibtaTf ^ 386 ^ ^ reason ' 

that are connected to those persons R 0 ”!! SUppllcatin S at places 

(most high). Such pl aces mch^^T f ained the lov e of 
J-enger (peace and blessing^ AII b ° f the *«e 


DISL, KING GIRLS 


Duri 

girls 


the days of ^ 

were disced ^ 0ran « (jahiliyy a r . 

essi " dte 
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ude away from people out of shame and i nfarn 
Today this ignorance can still be found in som 
it is very less in comparison. 

Man likes the female as a wife but not as a daughter. Does he not 
realise that his wife is in fact someone's daughter and if the 
existence of daughters comes to an end then there will be none to 
be a wife and nor will the human race continue. Therefore, to 
dislike a daughter is foolishness and contrary to nature. As Islam 
is a natural religion, hence, there is no room for such 
differentiation in Islam. Just as a son is a blessing for the parents 
and is desewing of their affection, similarly the daughter is also a 
blessing for them and deserving of their affection. If a daughter 
was a disliked creation then no daughter would have been born 
in the household of the noble prophets (peace be upon them). 
However, the leader of all prophets, our beloved Prophet 
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), had four 
daughters. In order to diminish this difference, the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) gave the 
affection and warmth for girls a specific importance and special 
mention; 

"He, who looks after and nurtures two girls up to 
the age of maturity, will be close to me on the Day 
of Judgement, as close as the fingers on my hand are 
to one another ." 7 


and he would I 
(Qur'an* 16, 58) 
places although 


ff a girl is bom to any mother and father, there is no need for 
them to feel less fortunate. It is quite possible that this girl once 
grown up brings about such pleasure and joy to the parents that i 
her Place there was a son, he may not bring about sue 
happiness. 


e son °f a friend of mine after arriving to the United Kingd 011 ^ 
gan pursuing such a wrong path that it became a case ° 


’»M SU r tan ' NahJ ( 16 )' V erse 58. , 

6864. WS m ' B °° k of al ‘ Birr wa's-Sila wa'l-Adab (46), Chapter 46, Ha 
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Laying 


down 


the Cloak 


better off without him. 

( o Ha lighter whose honesty 
On the contrary, observe the t0 the household of 

and integrity took her: from a bol 0 f honour and 

the Caliph and that da “S ht j t J m this way that one 

U^fAllah be pleased with 
him), was strolling around the town. He passed by one ous 
where a mother was saying to her daughter. Mix water in 
milk." The daughter replied, "This is a crime. The Caliph has 
prohibited it." The mother then said, "As if the Caliph is 
watching here." The daughter replied, "Mother! Okay the Caliph 
is not watching but Allah (most high) is watching." Upon hearing 
this conversation, 'Umar (Allah be pleased with him) came home, 
talked to his son 'Asim (Allah be pleased with him) and 
suggested that he should marry this pious girl. Eventually, 'Asim 
(Allah be pleased with him) married that girl and later from her 
Offsprmg the just Cahph, the second 'Umar, 'Umar ibn 'Abd al- 

-SrJTaS*' iw and 


1 "tin Minzar ash-Shari'a al-i 


Islatni] 


l y a , p. 22. 
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Islamic rites 



GRATITUDE UPON ATTAINING CHILDREN 

Any husband and wife to whom Allah (most high) bestows the 
great blessing of children should be grateful and express sincere 
gratitude to the real benefactor, Allah (most high). They should 
praise and glorify Him in abundance. This is the practice of the 
noble Prophets (peace be upon them) and is the edict of Allah 
(most high). When Allah (most high) announced the good news 
rf Vahya (peace be upon him) to Zakariyya (peace be upon him). 


XtaSr* are ne8 ' Igem towa *»s this obligation and 
^ tho »gK happiness i= 

tep-*: JSIE" children 

Allah 

»d ™ h 'f> « being 


u 
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method of felicitation 

Whenever a son or a daughter is bom to any household, it is 
moral obligation upon relatives, friends and neighbours that they 
join in this happiness, felicitate and offer congratulations to th 
parents of the newborn and supplicate for the child. 

Hasan Basri (Allah be pleased with him) used to say, "Whoever is 
blessed with a son or a daughter, go to them and say, 'May there 
be blessings for you in this child that Allah (most high) has given 
you. May you have the ability to be grateful to Allah (most high). 
May the health and life of the child be blessed and may he or she 
become pious and virtuous'." 2 


RECITING THE ADHAN IN THE NEWBORN'S EAR 

After the birth of a boy or a girl, he or she should be given a bath. 
Following the bath, the adhan (call to prayer) should be recited in 
the child's right ear and the iqama (call to commence prayer) in 
the left ear. If for any reason, giving the newborn a bath is 
harmful, then the adhan and the iqama can be recited respectively 
in the ear without giving the bath. To recite the call, it is not 
necessary that the person be an Imam or a scholar. Rather, any 
righteous person will suffice. 

It is related that when Hasan, the son of Ali (Allah be pleased 
with them both), was bom, the noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) recited the adhan in his ear, the 
same adhan that is recited before prayer. 3 


WISDOM OF RECITING THE ADHAN 

1 The reason and objective for the creation of humankind i 
to worship Allah (most high). For this reason, a person 

p. 65. 

' m 80011 of al-Adahi (15), Chapter 17, Hadith 1596. 
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Islami c rites and tradition 

• faith (shahada) 

encouraged 

S the name of Allah (most high). 

those parents who do n “ reme mber 

disobedient to Allah (m g y ; of pra y e r and 

that when they were born at this 

good deeds was also recited mto their ■ J 
moment do not offer the prayer, how are they dar g 
have the call to prayer recited into their child s ear 
how will they face their Cherisher in the hereafter. 

3 . Following the birth of a child, Satan nears the child in 
order to instruct and persuade disobedience and evil. 
However, as soon as he hears the words of the adhan, he 
disappears quickly. 

4. The importance of education is highlighted by the adhan. 
This means that as soon as a child is bom and before eating 
or drinking, commence with his education. Say into his or 
her ear that the goal of your life is not eating nor drinking 

^ rA 

tt 1 PL ™ 10 " 8 d ° 

more honour and ol hatpr08resses more in pH P m the 
worn thaf k fatness. Islam ic ^ucation enjovs 

8 ' F wther m or P 
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^DEALMOTHER 


the call to prayer is 
otion that eating and 
commence his or her 
10 greatest). 

' . enan0 , MusUrns 
ta vie ",°* ^‘advanced in * e wor ^“ S great tragedy it is that 

gSttSKS-S— 


gjay Muslim. 
en^S 

3 &££ Sr «**** 


^TAHNIK 



a virtuous man or 

= 3 SS=E 5 S=-“-H 5 

should firefly * ew a dat , f the newborn and supp 

mouth, toput it into the mouth otth 

(or the good and blessing of the child. ^ ^ 

WbiittAbiBakr (Allah be pleased|^ lth ^ e d with him) was 

her son'Abd Allah ibn Zubayr (Allah be P ^ Wess ings°f 

bom, she took him to Allah's Messenger (p Q f the nobe 

Allah be upon him) and placed him m , . \ The noble 

Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upo ashed f° r a 

Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon supph^ 6 ^ 

date, chewed it, placed it into her son's mout an ^ ntere( i the 
for his good. In this manner, the first thing t a . ^ act the 
stomach of'Abd Allah (Allah be pleased with him) w a ^ ^\\ah 
blessed saliva of Allah's Messenger (peace and blessing 
k upon him). 4 


WISDOM OF THE TAHN1K 

the entering of a sweet thing and the saliva of a ^ i ge/ 
person into the newborn's stomach prior to anyth in ^ e r 
1 can be hoped that Allah (most high) shall make his ° 

-Ansar (63), Chapter 45, Hadith 3957 ' 




lsl> C 


rit^ 


an ( 






nd P^VI^ 




id ^ J 


tke 


\i\s 


of 


hef 


Bless 


„ t Vre c^ d 

dbV ^ ing „roP^ hC 
re g aib ed y aS the P ^ w ere 


t du' cet ^fpiety andVl1 

■sing* '”'i ( ,lOL !_ ^pleased 
. a virtue " 5 ^ be P^ to *e ^ ^ 

acc" a ‘<Uessibg 50 ‘: iifa tefof* el1 


offer 


SSSS- 5 " 


n aM>n gTH 


IE CHILD 




of the P 1 


— - 

{0 r *etf son TeC erve 


'consultation de ed for wtwm ealUest »» — 

This is m " se , ., d 8 s h 0 uld be named should not 

, h tot w* of. Child. This is lo 

„,,.t.o.*-Jsc | -'“' r “ | a name whose meaning 
ensure that parents do not choose a 
contradicts Islamic beliefs and doctrine. 

Once 1 had an opportunity to participate and attend a wedding 
ceremony. 1 was told that the name of the husband-to-be was 
'Abd al-Khurshid. 1 stated that this name is contrary to Islam as it 
means 'the servant of the sun'. The family of the bridegroom 
were surprised and began saying that up until today no one has 
ofjected to this name and also his brother's name is Muhammad 


31 , Hadith 688 . 
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of Islam, he used to pay special attention to the name of .u 
person. If there happened to be an aspect within the name 
contravened Islam, the name would be changed. J Ust “Jf* * 
previous name of Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) * 
'Abd al-Ka'ba (the servant of the Ka'ba) and after becoming 55 
Muslim, the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah b 
upon him) named him 'Abd Allah. Similarly, the previous name 
of Abu Hurayra (Allah be pleased with him) was 'Abd ash-Sharr^ 
(the servant of the sun) and the noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) named him 'Abd ar-Rahman 
This practice of the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has continued up till today. Hence 
whenever anyone accepts Islam, if his or her name is contrary to 
Islamic beliefs, it is changed. 


Other than being contrary to Islamic doctrine, if the meaning of 
anyone's name had a sense of severity, hatred or inferiority; the 
noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
would also change that name. 6 For example, a woman's name 
was 'Asiya (disobedient) 7 and the noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) changed her name to Jamila 
(beautiful). 8 In the same manner, it was suggested that the name 
of Imam Hasan (Allah be pleased with him) be Harb (war), 
however, the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) named him Hasan (beautiful). 9 

A point demanding attention: 

It can be inferred that Islam is a religion that does not approve of 
names whose meaning may include an element of severity, hatred 
311 inferiority. How then would this religion approve of sue 
people, the character of whom is severe, hateful and disliked? 


Sunan at-Tirmidhi, Book of al-Adab (39), Chapter 66 , Hadith 3073. 

‘ s3, h ;; e ^ ” ritten ^ (disobedient), not (hopeful). 

* Al-Havth ' B °° k ° f al ' Adab (39), Chapter 66 , Hadith 3072. £ 

Adab, Volume 8 az-Zawa'id zva Manba' al-Fawa'id, B°° 
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_ nF giV NG A GOOD NAME 

yyiSDOM OF G wQrld wiU also 

, A person is colled by her eafter. Therefore the 

be called by the same name opinion about 

name should be good so,*f he listeners. If the 
the named person wi hearing it/ a feeling of distaste 

name is not good, then y S the hearts of 

concerning the person will find its w y 
the listeners. 

2 When the child grows up and ponders overthegood 
meaning of his or her good name, then he or she will 
attempt to be as good as his or her name. As an example, if 
any man has the name Siddiq (truthful), Tayyib (pure) or 
Sa'id (fortunate); then he will attempt to behave in a 
manner that is truthful, pure and fortunate. Similarly, if 
any woman has the name Siddiqa, Tayyiba or Sa'ida; then 
she will attempt to behave in a manner that is also truthful, 
pure and fortunate. 

3. The names of the noble Prophets (peace be upon them) and 
those of the prominent pious men and women of the 

^ 0f ' S ' am f e a " 8 °° d - lf an y man or woman has a 
me that is attributed to any noble person and he behaves 

your^lf ‘lu^nX^ Wm tHat 

person, yet your actions are not so good v *«uous 

named Muhammad. § After hT- ^ WaS a y° un g man 
f^vity a few times, he relched rtf mV °' Ved in 

-ftS r^ h T UPOn '^AUa^ he ar pL A a 

Your name , Wr ° ng acti °ns or ahern r^' either Put 
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the 'AQIQA - SACRIFICE FOR A NEWBORN 

‘Aqiqa refers to the animal sacrificed as charity in happiness and 
joy at the birth of a boy or girl. The 'aqiqa is a recommended 
offering, it is not obligatory. Hence, if any person does not offer 
the 'aqiqa, he or she is not sinful. However, it is better for 
affluent Muslims that they offer the 'aqiqa of their children. 
Everyone can eat the meat of the 'aqiqa. 

Our beloved Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
offered the 'aqiqa of his children and stated; 


"Every child is a hostage in return for his or her 
'aqiqa. It should be sacrificed on the seventh day on 
behalf of the child. The same day the hair on the 
head should be shaved and the child should be 
given a name." 10 

Ihe aqiqa should be offered on the seventh day. However, if 
unable due to any reason then it can be offered on the fourteenth 
day, the twenty first day or whenever after that. If on the other 
hand, parents do not offer the 'aqiqa for a child, he or she can 
0 er his or her own 'aqiqa once grown up. 


WISDOM OF THE 'AQIQA 

is a practical manifestation of joy and gratitude upon 
ei vmg this blessing of Allah (most high). By offering 
parents ^ m ° St becomes well pleased wit i 


d ' B ° okofad -Dahaya (16), Chapter 21, Hadith 2840. 
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• c the reward 

-aqiqa, a person ga^^ Messeng e 


Thisisa C .^ arit ^gs descencTupon the life of ^'yesied 
the life of Ismail (peace F 

being sacrificed. 

are discouraged. 

5 . It is a demonstration of happiness and joy at the addition 
of one individual to the Islamic community (umma). For, 
in the hereafter the noble Messenger (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) shall take pride in the abundance of 
his community. 

6. Through 'aqiqa, the family lineage is publicised and 
protected. 


shaving the hair of the head 

II is reconunenrloa .1 - 


waving the HAIR of the head 

^Stalet 3 * ^*^73 be^ * U P°" him) 

Pleased with him) 

amount S | 1ave the hair of It 
charity-it S ‘ Ver e qual to the weJhf ^ ® ive the 

— 8 t Of his hair k 


% ' Book; ^ )Ch 

' aPter2 °'Hadi thl602 
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A! MOTHl'H 


j ,« a «ign of Mam and i! differ* 
infant* of other religion*. 


"fntiate* 


giving “ilvcr in charity equal to the weight of th „ 
hind help*' a poor and needy person and o n thr 
poor person shall in return supplicate f nr ihr 
>ni he reserved that charity 


lm thing" an* from nature; circumcision, shaving 
of the pubu hair, shaving of the hair under the 
armpits, trimming the nails and trimming the 

■oustadie' 


I' fK*wbam is not unwell or weak, it is preferred that he be 
ir.umuud on the seventh day II this cannot take place on the 
afterwards whenever it is possible he should be 
-f’i .xd However, a long delay leading up to maturity is not 
** prmrtfc ‘ d Therefore, before maturity he should have been 
onmcmd 


*&DOM Of THE CIRCUMCISION 

Th “ * a sign of Islam and the symbol of the Abrahaniic 

-OfTlfftiinit. * 


*nthnned 


in the nature of the sound 


•Hat*,, f77). Clwipter 63, Jladith 5950 
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thh ideal mother 


child 5 head is a sign of Islam and it differentiate 
the infante of other religions. 

by giving silver in charity equal to the weight of the 


Farthennore 

hair, on the one 


hand helps a poor and needy person and on 


the 

that poor person shall in return supplicate for the 
Jhiid due to whom he received that charity. 


KHATN - CIRCUMCISION 

fjsto (draimrision) is the sunna and practice of all the noble 
Prophets (peace be upon them) and is a symbol of Islam. The 
nobk Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 


"Five things are from nature; circumcision, shaving 
of the pubic hair, shaving of the hair under the 
armpits, trimming the nails and trimming the 
moustache." 12 

If the newborn is not unwell or weak, it is preferred that he be 
drcumdsed on the seventh day. If this cannot take place on the 
seventh, then afterwards whenever it is possible he should be 
Qrcum cised. However, a long delay leading up to maturity is not 
permitted. Therefore, before maturity he should have been 
drcumdsed. 


WISDOM OF THE CIRCUMCISION 

is a sign of Islam and the symbol of the Abrahamic 

community. J 

*>umaidcin? hnned ' n the nature of the sound 


rrur" 


tded 


Book of al-Ubas (77), Chapter 63, 


Hadith 5950. 
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55 and purity is attained 

, rancer are restricted 
, f severe illnesses such a 
ed by it• 





, n d fostering 


breast-feeding 

w* •“ “* Sj.jStaSSS 

ssrrrjR?--^ 

personality of the mother. This is one of those 
that can be found to exist in animals too, and 
suckle their sucklings and feel comfort in doing so. 


WISDOM IN THE MOTHER'S MILK 


3 warm; rather, 
temperament. 
1S warmed up. 

uncomfortable 
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THE IDEAL MOTHER 



Nurturing and fostering 


3. The possibility of breast cancer is less in the 

breast-feeds her child. Whereas, chances of^ 0 ^ Ho 
are greater in those mothers who do not hr ^ Can <*r 
children. ^ th eit 

4 . The best nourishment for a newborn is the m th 

as it contains everything that a newborn requi? S 
artificial milk can pose as a replacement for th ^ 
ml. 6 mother 's 

5. Mothers do not only provide physical nourishment to th 
children with their milk; rather, they transfer and pass 0 n 
tradition, morals and characteristics. For this reason the 
noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) stated; 



"Suckle children the milk of good and 
virtuous mothers ." 1 

For good manners of the mother are transmitted to the 
children through her milk as the noble Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon) said; "The mother s milk 
can effect and alter the character of the children ." 2 

Today, we complain that our youth are becoming more 
and more distant from our tradition, family values an 
characteristics. One reason for this is also that mothers 
have stopped providing their own milk to their o\ 
children. 

The following couplet of Akbar Ilah Abadi reflects 
reality; 


IREAST-FEEDING 

smi l k upfo the age Of two years is the right 

%&***#* 

«And mothers shall suckle their children for two 
whole years." (Qar an 3 2,233) 

i la dislikes giving up breast-feeding before the elapsing of two 
* it was for this reason that 'Umar (Allah be pleased wit 
' ' :h, to ensure that 


„ mother prohibits a child from this milk before the period of 


and stopped outside the city. To ensure their protection and care 
'Umar (Allah be pleased with him) went in person. Within th 
caravan, he saw a young child crying and urged the mother t 
calm him down as he was disturbing the sleep of the entir 
caravan. After a while, when the baby began crying again, 'Ume 
(AU be pleased with him) spoke out in anger, “You are a vei 
merdess mother!" The mother replied, "You do not know tb 

^ * N «s !“ 5 fc ' ' U “* (Allah 

"H'UmarfAlloU / have made to suffer?" The ne 
'°^ce thanhS W i h ^ i^ucted his her 
- hom. his or her state benl 


hsl how will scent of the parents' traits arise from f, ' e 
Whilst milk comes from the packet, education from 


' JJ.' Barasawi (<!■ 1137 AH), Tafsir Ruh al-Bm/m, Volume 1, p- 203 ' 

! Ibid, Volume 3, p. lit, ' 
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the ideal mother 


first ruler to decree that when a child is bom, at that moment v 
or her state child benefit shall commence. Yet, today ^ 
extremely unfortunate that poor children in the Muslim world a ? 
deprived of this blessing, whereas, prosperous children in fiJ 
non-Muslim world are benefiting from this provision. 


the world health organization 

The World Health Organization (WHO) is the United Nations 
specialized agency for health. It was established on 7 April 1948. 
WHO's objective, as set out in its Constitution, is the attainment 
by all peoples of the highest possible level of health. Health is 
defined in WHO's Constitution as a state of complete physical, 
mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of 
disease or infirmity. WHO is governed by 192 Member States 
through the World Health Assembly. 5 

The World Health Report 2002 issued by WHO states; 

Breast milk provides optimal nutrition for a 
growing infant, with compositional changes that are 
adapted to the changing needs of the infant. 

Human milk contains adequate minerals and 
nutrients for the first six months of life. Breast milk 
also contains immune components, cellular 
elements and other host-defence factors that provide 
various antibacterial, antiviral and antiparasitic 
protection. Breast-milk components stimulate the 
appropriate development of the infant's own 
immune system. On the basis of the current 
evidence, WHO's public health recommendation is 
fhat infants should be exclusively breast-fed during 
the first six months of life and that they should 
continue to receive breast milk throughout the 
remainder of the first year and during the secon 


iWebsiteoffceW °^ 
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Nurt urlng and foster 




'Exclusive should 

other fluids (or breast- 


a F 1, nf 

exclusive breast-feeding 8^ for infant an d 

HZ "Sm 

Jev.kjig countries. 
Breast-feeding has also been demonstrated to be 
important for neurodevelopment, especially in 


RADA'A-BREAST-FEEDING BY SURROGATE 

If a mother is unable to breast-feed her child due to death, illness 
::r er rr ss ': hen the father or 8ua*dian can arrange 
“* chllA ,s * 101 ” isd » m 

iT d ” ,oiMne “»' 

difficulties. ' h d s l,fe w °uld fall victim to 
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THE IDEAL MOTHER 



If a child drinks milk from an 
develops a specific relationship 
foster mother's family. I n this : 
attachment between people deveh 


THE RESPONSIBILITY OF NURTURING 

A long time ago, I read in the newspaper tha 
year old Christian lad lacerated his mother t 
it became unable to stabilise her condition a 

moteherepbed; ^ ^ OUn ^ why he 


I was four vears nlrl 

"ork. After an early breakfast shT "ZZ used fl 

^ private nursery, leave me there a°“ d t3ke me “ 
When she would remrn Z Z S ° ° ff to wmk 

me up from the nursery and ^ WouId P ick 

home. One dav she \ d We lvou,d “me back 
began gettine mp f * Up Very ,ate and quickly 

^nSa ZZ 7 ' Jr h3,f 3 S ' ee P 

a( ( be nursery and reakkast My mother left me 

became hungry but^TJ ^ After 3 Wh ' ,e ' 1 

str fe They M , ere ' henurses that day were on a 
When I askprf * r P ervism 8 us but not feeding us. 
have had breakfast- re P lied that 1 should 

fold them man meai be at one o clock. I 

ht they rehiJrf mes that ^ bave not had breakfast, 
^came very JLr f ° Iisten - Due to the hunger, I 
not tolerate it fn fk SS anc * suc ^ P airi that I could 
mac k a solemn * ^ ^ ve ntuaIJy, at that moment I 
U P 1 will murdp r0ni ^ Se t0 m y se lf' that when I grow 
not look after a bother because if she could 
nurture me, whv did she have 


her should 
^ly fulfil 


ture her children by herself- 
responsi bili ty. 



Nurturing and fostering 

SS2=f#ip 

2 ** rtlXSen broken, so that the child becomes 
action, his or her anc) attempts to rectify the mistake. 

not made to be satisfied through proof then it is 
j&siblethat hateful emotions are created in the child's heart and 
Ice grown up, he or she becomes disobedient. 




Education 


the 


the education in childhood 

Imam al-Ghazali (Allah have mercy upon him) writes; 

"Allah (most high) entrusted the children in I 
hands of the parents. The pure heart of the child is a 
clear and invaluable entity that has no picture, mark 
or imprint on it. It is exposed to every impression 
and can be inclined towards anything it is 
persuaded towards. If it is educated and brought 
up in good, then it will ripen in that good and 
become fortunate in this world and the hereafter. In 
the reward, the parents and teachers of that child 
with a 'l, w Inc , luded ' lf - however, it is provided 
then it Il' f eVi ' ( 3nd is left aside like animals, 

I and in the sinfu|ness 

"dude J.T X ' anS ° f ‘ hat Child shal1 ^1 be 
lust Allah (most high) has stated; 

^ y°u who belie vp i p a 

yourselves , e! Protect 

firt0fl * 1 '(Q»35 esfr0m,he 


s urat at. 


' Ta hrim (66) 


v erse 6. 






•—'i HER 


and 

the 


Just like parents protect their c hiW 
worldly fire and do not allow' them l , 1 fro '« a 
similarly, it is their responsibility to „ SUch fi re, 
from the fire of hell. The way to do riy CCt theiT > 
children good manners and keel., Ik,.,,, * S ' s to teach 
bad society ." 2 away from a 

In short, a child possesses the ability to accept bom m 
the bad, the right and the wrong; and it is the U pb r' 8 °° d ' 

parents that inclines them to one of these two avenueT 8 " 18 ° f 

For this reason, the noble Messenger (peace and blessing , 
Allah be upon him) stated; 0 

"Every child is bom upon the nature of Islam. It is 
the parents then who make the child a Jew, 
Christian or Zoroastrian." 3 

Observe the following two couplets in Arabic 4 ; 



To teach children manners in childhood be ^ 


them immensely. However, after the* g 

childhood has passed, it gives them no en 

If you attempt to straighten a branch, it s S ^ dry 

However, if you want to create 

piece of wood, it does not soften, rat er 


1 Al-Ghazali (d. 505 AH), Iliya 'Ulum ad-Din, ° u j_i a dith 1374- 

1 Saluh al-Bukliart, Book of al-Jana'iz (23), Chapter ’^^ s i a miy a ' P 

* As-Sawwaf, Huquq al-Awlad min Minzar ash- nit i 
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n od er 


explain- 


u mnortance of what 1 am trying to 


Knowledge gained ■" childhood is like an imprint 

as the imprints and effects of the knowledge and 
■» * r W °'t; in childhood are very deep and cannot be erased, 
manners taug throughout the entire life, just as an 

^ remain wt* a P B erased conversely, any 

once grown up are quickly 
togotten and their effects are not long lasting. 

the responsibility of education 

Some time ago, 1 had the opportunity to deliver a speech at a 
conference on education held in Birmingham. Parents as well as 
prominent officers from the department of education attended the 
conference. 

The head of the Birmingham department of education in his 
speech remarked, "In the beginning it was our opinion that the 
responsibility for educating the upcoming generation rested with 
the teachers and the department of education. However, during 
t e nmeteen sixties, we began feeling that we alone could not 
,!™ ly successf ul in educating the young; rather, we 
MBStance °' parentS ' lf b ° th the P arents and the 

“wnniesucc eduCaPon come together and assist one another, 
true success can be achieved." 

^paS^ed W u to ? ed t0 say a few words - * 1 * stated, 
-it th° co d n has after man y y ears come to the 
and Correct °°ea erati0n ° f the parents is essential for the 

However m 0 ' neW and “Pccming 
“ndred years prior ' ar ls ' am has announced fourteer 
Ucah "gthey ounglie day ‘ hat the ^tual responsibility fo 

S upon the parents' shoulders. Hence it i 
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mother 


their duty to select a good school for rt 
providing a good education protect n 
(QurTm* 6) And if the children of ™ 
the parents who are responsible. 


c c ^ildren 

fr om the 5 a ^d b 
—ne go 


is 


THE FIRST SCHOOL 


The first school of the children is the l ar > 

why the Arabs have a famous saving 5*5 moth er. That 

is a school. Every child remains a full-time puputuh' mo *Her 
four to five years and from here the fourid5t-i t Sch ° o1 for 

becoming either good or had is laid. " of tble child 


Some claim that during the first four or five years the , 

ability of the children does not develop in such a wayl to 
acquire a moral awareness or he affected hy good or bad 
However, come let us factually analyse these four to five years. 

Normally, a child begins to speak at the age of two or three, and 
by the age of four or five, every child is able to speak his or her 
mother tongue fluently and is able to express him or herself 
clearly. Can I ask, from which school did this child acquire and 
learn the mother tongue? Clearly, it is the mother's lap that has 
effectively taught the child the mother tongue in merely two or 
three years. 

A man of mature years like myself, if he was to begin 1 ^^vcru 1 d not 
German language today, in two to three years time ie mother 

he able to speak. German so fluently as £i child ®*^ £ ^, ase 0 f a child 
tongue at the age of four or five year’s 


child speaks 
3. Ponder the case? 
language hy just listening 
so how can he not be affected hy the good or 
mother? 


from the mother. 


5 Qur'an, Surat at-Tahrim (66), Verse 6. er 79, 

6 Sahih al-BukJiari, Book of al-Jana'iz (23), t' 

34 


J-fadith 
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Education 


thers who wish to teach their children the Urdu 
Those mot k in this tongue in their presence from the 

language, hears ordy Urdu and, hence, speaks only 

^ S ° However when telling a lie or acting unjustly towards 
, U mothers forget the adverse influence that these lies and 
otherS ' acts can have on their children. Therefore, a mother 
T dd strictly adhere to the principles of Islam in her speaking 
<J talking, eating and drinking, sitting and standing, dress and 
manners; so that children are encouraged to adopt Islamic values, 
just as children learn to speak and walk by observing the parents; 
similarly, children will do what they observe the parents doing. 


THE FIRST TEACHER 

The first teacher of a child is the mother, for the child begins to 
speak and understand in her lap. Mothers should at all times 
present a good practical example in front of the children. The 
daily life of the mother and the father is a full-time silent teacher 
for the children and from whom the children are learning at all 
times. In the presence of children, it is better to refrain from lying 
even within the context of a joke. 

* 5 r C !f Sary for ever y mother that she possesses 
SO tw Jh P ge he baSiC important aspects of the religion 

educatio^of C Xrdren y tf ^ d resp ° nsibilitie s concerning 
h ^e the first teacher 15 UriforUiriate enough to 

orphaned in matters of i — m o th er - who is illiterate and 
*hat child have? religion, then what kind of a future will 

Phased withhi^^nce^ 051 ' Ali ibn Abi Talib (Allah be 

manne r; ' ferred to three orphans in the following 

wbose father dies, for the 
Irfe. esponsible f or providing the essentials of 
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3. 


An orphan in animals is he whose 

^‘elentiMs'f llfe^Often" thTfat,^^^ *2*^ 
about his child, such as a donkey, dog 

An orphan in Islam is that man or woman , 
possess the basic and essential knowledge\7 1° does "ot 
for he or she will be unable to differential k reU 8 io 'x 
lawful and the unlawful. e betWe en the 


THE FIRST EDUCATION 

When a child begins to speak, he or she should firstly be taught 
the word Allah and then the declaration of faith. La ilaha illallahu 
Muhammad Rasulullah. For, the noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) stated; 

"Teach your children firstly the declaration of faith. 

La ilaha illallahu, and encourage this also at the time 
of death. For the one whose first and last statement 
is La ilaha illallahu, he will not be questioned about 
any sin." 7 


TEACHING THE RECITATION OF THE QUR'AN 

, i, in be sent to such a 
When a child is able to read, he or she shou ^ teaching tl_ie 
mosque where there is an exemplary stan ar the child s 

recitation of the holy Qur'an. This is to er J^ U ag t ^ e mosq ue 15 
relationship with the holy Qur an as we 
strengthened. 


life 


ec t of a M usl iting, 

Reciting the holy Qur'an is an important asp the child r ^ nit y. 
and the benefit of which is attained equ the opP° 

the tutors teaching and the parents P ro 


7 Al-Hindi (d. 975 ah), Kanz al-Umrnal fi Suuan 

45332, Volume 16, p. 441. 


al-Aq^ al 10(11 


Hf 
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, the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 

UponWm) hasstated; 

a our'an For, the holy Qur'an shall 
intercede^for^those who recite it on the Day of 

Judgement ." 8 


And; 


«He who recites the Qur'an and acts according to it, 
on the Day of Judgement such a crown shall be 
placed on his parents' heads, whose light shall be 
more beautiful than that of the sun." 9 



THE BEST GIFT 

It is the responsibility of the parents to provide a good education 
for the children and teach them good and praiseworthy ethics 
and manners. Those parents who spend from their hard-earned 
and well-deserved wealth in order to fulfil this obligation, their 
children are successful; they serve their parents and honour their 
name. This results in true satisfaction and comfort for the 
parents. For this reason, the noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) stated; 

The best gift from the parents to the children is that 
parents provide a good education for them and 
leach them good morals." 10 

Those 

I «idence re a I 'neM 1 ™ preoccu P ied 1)1 acquiring a great 

Wve no time 1a 3 great propert y for their children, and 
^bringing it ie 1 ^ n ° attentlon to their education and 
** ac «>untabl e forth ^ who are in * he end regretful and they will 
lor thrs lazmess on the Day of Judgement just as 


Of a l-Birr waVSila (23), Chapter 33, Hadith 2079. 
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-MOTHER 


the noble Messenger (peace and blessing £ 
has stated. & s °f Allah 


be 


u P°n hi 


'm) 


Ibn 'Umar (Allah be pleased with him! staler .. 
adab (good manners) for you will be „ **' Teach your cV i 
manners and the knowledge you taught h^° ned ab out ^ 
questioned about his service and obedience to yo he wi » be 



THE INSTRUCTION TO PRAYER 

Salat (prayer) is obligatory upon every sane and man „. 

It is not obligatory upon children. However re . Musllm 
responsibility of the parents that they acquaint the 

their children to the prayer from childhood. For thTnobk 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) stated; 

"When a child reaches the age of seven years, order 
him or her to offer the prayer. If the child reaches 
the age of ten years, punish him upon not offering 
the prayer, and also separate their beds at that 
age." 12 

A mother should have the daughters offer the prayer with her 
and a father should have the sons offer the prayer with him, so 
that they become trained in correctly offering the prayer. 

The parents who do not attempt to habituate their c ^? r f^ ost 
offering the prayer, they certainly are disobedient to All . t ^ eir 
high). In addition, when they die, their children shall i ^er 
entire property i.e. residence, car, land, wealth, etc. but ^ 
not inherit the grave of their parents. In other wor f^ eTe as, the 
not supplicate for the forgiveness of their parents. ^ er/ when 
parents who habituate their children to offer the p 
they have died, their children shall in each prayer say/ 


11 As-Sawwaf, Huquq al-Awlad min bAinzar ash-Shari a al Is ^ 495 . 

12 S unati Abi Dawud, Book of as-Salat (2), Chapter 26, Ha 
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f y- 

■n nnr Lord! Forgive me, forgive my parents and 
all the believers on the Day of Judgement. 

(Qur'an 13 H 41) 

, manner, children receive the reward of not only offering 
trover but also of supplicating for their parents. Also, due to 
t supplication of the children, the parents progress further in 
paradise, just as the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) stated; 

"A person's rank in paradise is increased, upon 
which he questions, "For which good deed is my 
status increased?" The answer given is that it is due 
to the supplication of your child for your 
forgiveness." 14 


And; 


'When a person dies, his orderly actions come to an 
end except in three ways; 

1 A continuous charity 

! «::“LS“ <■” *ch p„ p ,« 

J ht"ouschild who supplicates for the patents.'’ 
w hen a c ^i d 

Spb * 5 ^'^has^e *° he or she should b 

Just as hS g T&!T dard ° f edu ^° 
S the knowledge of the basic an 


'^ihu^Boolc' 'PV verse4 l. 

^ Us liin, fe Q , 0 a l*Adab (341 pi 

°° k of al -Wasiy y ^ C ^P ter b Hadith 3791. 

yva (26), Chapter 4 , Hadith 4310 
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fundamental aspects of Islam is obligatory f 
similarly, it is necessary that a person acquires 0 ' 3 
knowledge, science, art or skill in order to live a respe 0 ” 16 Secula f 
have a lawful livelihood. As was the case following!!?' 1life and 
Badr, whereby the noble Messenger (peace and blessin ° baU ' e ot 
be upon him) stated to those non-Muslims who had if ° f A " al1 
captives that whoever could not afford the ransom, if hg" taken 
ten children of Madina to read and write, he will be freed 6 teaches 

What would those enemies of Islam teach the Muslim childr ? 
Clearly this is a reference to secular education and the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) ha! 
practically proved that knowledge is such a valuable treasure that 
even if the greatest foe possesses it, one should not feel ashamed 
in acquiring it from him. In this relation, the following Ahadith 
demand attention; 


1. "The word of wisdom is the lost property of the believer. 
Wherever he finds it, he should acquire it." 16 

2. "It is the right of the child that the parents teach him the 
Qur'an, archery and swimming." 17 

3. "Seek knowledge even if you have to travel to China. 

Islam encourages the acquiring of every type of knowledge ^ 
science that protects and advances the nation or the sta ^. ce 
individual or the society. Such as trade, agriculture, ) 
medicine, military, etc. 

It is my view that a person researching in modern sciei a 

in order to protect and preserve his nation or state is w ft 0 

communally obligatory duty (fard kifaya) just as any P 


“ s™« at-TimW, Book of al-'Dm (37), Chapter 19, Hadith 2 ^^ a i, H> lh 

” Al-Hindi (d. 975 ah), Kanz al-'Ummal fi Sunon al-W 

45345, Volume 16, p. 444. , , me 2,P- 254 ' 

1 Al-Bayhaqi (d. 458 AH), Shu'ab al-lman, Hadith 1663, 0 
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d|urispr • • „«pntial for the Muslims in order 

*o^n Sed rSnld P with Allah (most high) and 
, strengthen their . als0 essen tial in order to remain 

and serve Islam in a much more 

prosperous m » 1S w 
Elective manner. 













Opbring^S 


SOCIETY IN CHILDHOOD 


THE 

■ j "C'we me vour child for the first 

A British psychologist once said. Give m y You will 

seven years and then you can have him or • w 

never be able to disconnect him or her from me thencetortn. 

In other words, if a child remains in my society and influence for 
the first seven years of his or her life. My language and traits 
shall have such a deep and lasting effect on the child's 
E2 0gy tha ‘ even the child is later separated from me, he or 
£? ^ be disi0inted *e effects of my language and 

SS r WhiCh a PerSOn remains for the first 

+£«£** s si e v emain ***«■ 

the ^ l !r er y mother that sh. r Theiefore ' * is the 
;>Vd and m b IC 38 P oss ible so atmos P h «e of 

*** ^ Active JgL' ‘j* 8 of W-m are 

nm the psyche n r ... 


l °VlM, 


Lo vin, 


<c T He 


^ c hild] 


CHi LD REn 


Iren 


^ a 


natura l and h 

humanly instinct 


U is ^e to 
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-mother 


children and enduregre^^{j tS ^ a «m l0nat 

9 b?U P°H4 

'hove the children and be merciful j 
towards them." r ful and affectionate 

Once, the noble Messenger (peace anri w • 

Wm) kissed Hasan ibn' Ali (Allah be pleaTedw^^u ^ Upo " 

Aqra at-Tamimi (Allah be pleased with him! ^ both ' an(1 

* 7 :- -« *z 

and have never kissed anyone oi them.” The noble M 
(peace and blessmgs of Allah be upon him) looked surprisingly\t 
him and stated; 

“He, who is not merciful and affectionate, shall not 
be treated in a merciful and affectionate manner .” 2 

'A'isha (Allah be pleased with her) relates that a woman once 
came to her begging and she had her two daughters on her side. 
'A'isha (Allah be pleased with her) only had one date wit ^ 
and she gave that to the woman. The woman divi e ^ ^ 
between the two daughters and ate none of it ^ ess enger 
woman stood up and left. Later when the no ne( } home/ 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon ^ t ^ e s tory °^ e 
'A'isha (Allah be pleased with her) relate to^dent, theno^ e 
woman's selflessness. Upon hearing the ay s stated, 

Messenger (peace and blessings of Alla e 

d ght erS ' 

"He, who is placed in a test due t■ _ we ll and 

and despite this, he treate s ^ a ll beco^ e a 
affectionately, then these daug „ 3 
shelter for him from the fire o 


i/P' 


-*?S 5 S* 


1 As-Sawwaf, Huquq al-Awlad min M inzaras ^ ^ ^ 

2 Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of al-Adab (78), 33 .^ ^ 439 . 

3 Ibid, Book of az-Zakat (24), Chapter 1 / 


Upbringing 

(Mlah be pleased with him), once 
flcat ' UmM 2 The man saw 'Umar (Allah be 
! lted a man aS , an l his son and questioned, 'Tou are 
f j with him) kissing ^ faithful (amir al- 

tJSe a child and you ate * tWs rema rk, 

” aS e ' dw uhh«m) said,"If Allah (most high) has 
^ (Allah h« P' ea t from your heart, that is not my 

^metcyandcom^ only to tho se people 

fault. A«ah (most tag ) J„ ConseqU ently, 'Umar (Allah 
a,e T^thhindrelieved that man from his duty and stated, 
SSSJ2 of even showing mercy to your son, so how 
j,otthe able to show mercy to others. 

KEEPING THE CHILDREN HAPPV 

According to the age and temperament of the children, facilities 
and an atmosphere that would please and keep them happy 
staid be provided. The noble Messenger (peace and blessmgs 
oi Mlah be upon him) stated; 

"Theie is a house in paradise that is called the bouse 
oi happiness. Only those people will enter it wbo 
Veep their children happy." 5 

bis badith highlights that Allah (most high) is pleased with 
^ parents who keep their children happy and He grants them 
ngvJT ^ ^ araddse ‘ dn ordeT keep the noble Hasnayn 
toeacp ! ft* m[ ^ ^ em ^th) 6 happy, the noble Messenger 

entertain th °* ^ be Up ° n used to amuse and 
^sstbeiea? °^ ever 'is imperative that parents do not 
^ ^ 0 lawhl1 and the lawful, the permissible 

hying to keep their children pleased 

^'hii\d\ ^ 97 c ~ " “ 

s^ 4 V “J“®eU,p A 5^ K “ nZ al ' Ummal j> Sunnn al-Aqronl toa'l-Afal, Hadith 

' l sC *** M ' tW M °' P ' 2W; Wi * tefetence to ^'Hindi’s Kanz 

HSaS )- ^^ " dHusa V n ' sons ot 'Ali (Allahbe pleased 
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~ rvL mother 


and happy. 

Once, the noble Messenger (peace and w . 
him) lifted Husayn (Allah be please ( , ble ?? n » °f Mi ah , 
shoulders. A person asked, "O child' V ^ h ' m) 0n hi s u Up0n 
Upon this, ,h, noble Messe^ 
upon him) remarked, "The rider is also except^ °‘ 

PRAISE UPON GOOD 

Loving children is a natural instinct indeed. However iv, 
children who adhere to Islam and are obedient to parents desrne 
a lot more love and affection. This is to encourage them further 
so that they become more and more virtuous and righteous. 

When a child achieves some exceptional success, such as, 
achieving a great position in the examinations of the school or the 
mosque, this happiness should be celebrated. The child should be 
patted, praised and given a special gift or award, such as, new 
clothes, a new watch, etc. Friends and relatives should also join in 
this occasion of joy and celebration, so that everyone 
congratulates the child. This results in happiness for the c^ 
Self-confidence develops within the child and he or s e 
much harder to progress further in future. 


DISPLEASURE UPON BAD 

Children are inexperienced and unaware^ ^^ ere f 0 re, it xs tbe 
to differentiate between good and ba ■ j and 

responsibility of the parents that they vos a cause 

what is bad, so that the children do not ^ 
anyone's disturbance. In this regard, t e 
are worthy of attention; 

1. When a child commits a mistake th 


he° r 


she 


shou 


L ld ^ 


7 Sunan at-Tirmidhi, Book of al-Manaqib (45)/ Ch P 


31, Habit' 


iith^ 53 - 
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c o(\vin ( 


4roadetoU ude^^ e f^e e dt 

-i' (MlaH be pleased wjJH 

’JJI. was a young child unde the 
him) ' eWes ' ‘pbtinging of Allah's Messenger (peace 
supervision and fj g J him). During eating his 
an d blessings of A J ^ dish . Upon seeing this, 

used to wande ^ q{ Ma h be upon 

-0 child! Recite the name of Allah eat 

X^- d - deathomwhattein 

you ." 8 

, m a Child commits a mistake, the mother should not 
tome angry straightaway because anger can have 
negative effects. Rather, a soft approach should be 
pursued. lor the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah he upon him) said, "If softness is found in 
something, it makes it beautiful. If softness is taken out of 
it, it makes it unpleasant." 9 

l \ li children out of foolishness commit a grave mistake, then 
1 it is also essential to approach them with severity and 
j strictness so that they do not in future commit the same 

1 mistake, just as once there was a large amount of dates 

1 given as charity in the prophetic Mosque. Hasan (Allah be 

1 pleased with him) whilst playing approached the dates 

1 ,^, ace ^ one m ^outh. The noble Messenger (peace 

I "Takp?^ °* ^ be upon saw ^ said ' 

1 (peace ^° Ur mou ^ ” ^ en no ^ e Messenger 

I approached vT®, °* ^ be upon $ ot up himseli ' 

ssl*? '«* >» rw «»hvu 
^ " Do “> Vl “” 
“*<wT U “ ad do not eat from the wealth 


~~ ' - — 

J* Musli ' n ' 6o uU° 1 ^ lma , ( ' 70 l' Chapter 2, Hadith 5430. 

Xl. B «u Wa S ' Slla wa 'l'Adab (46), Chapter 23, Ha 

1 Z Zakat (^), Chapter 58, Hadith 1509. 



THE 'deal Mother 


A mistake is always a mistake and 
child commits it or an elder. Henc e \ Wr ° n8 ' whether 
mistakes and wrongs are discouragedfo* ^ po «*m ft* 

Some mothers express their displ ea 
children are disobedient to them; howeve! t t‘ 1en ** 
silent when the children are disobedient t ' *7 rema 'n 
high). m t0 Alla h (most 

For example, a mother may be displeased if her child h 
not bring shopping home from the market and shecm u 
remain absolutely silent if the child does not go to mosque 
to offer the prayer. Such a mother is being cruel to herself 
for a child who is disobedient to Allah (most high) will be 
disobedient also to the mother. Conversely, a child who is 
obedient to Allah (most high) and His Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him), will be obedient to 
the mother also. This is because Allah (most high) orders 
that the child be obedient to the parents ( Qur'an 11 17,23) 
and the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) also instructs the child that paradise lies 
beneath the feet of the mother. 12 

Some mothers pay a great deal of attention to the 
upbringing and protection of their children,, ^^'^cal 
do not care about the children s ai 
upbringing and protection. 

For example, if a child attempts to play with ^ j S not 
the mother severely stops the child so t a ^ and the 
harmed. However, if the child swears or e ffects on the 
mother does nothing, this can have n ^ a ater and 
child's character and faith, which is & ^ w ho * 
dangerous than any physical harm. r ighteo uS 

his finger cut off a knife yet ^ J better ** 
possesses a good character, such a c i 



}ur'an, Surat al-Isra' (17), Verse 23. Haditb 3H^- 

unan an-Nasa'i, Book of al-Jihad (25), chapter 


s>fll , n c,»N»CH»mTV id be spent in the way 

"“ dy '’'‘’'‘'d 

ol Allah (most high) and so ^ s0 that the passion and 

ssijjsX - -* the poorandgivm8 

charity is created within their hearts. 

SUPERVISION 

An eye should be kept upon the movements, actions and the 
society of the children. After sunset, children should not be 
permitted to go outside of the house; usually there are adverse 
influences and bad people outside during these times. Just as the 

"*d MeSSenger (peaCe and blessin 8 s of Allah be u P on him) 

outside l l0W J° Ur animals and y° ur children to go 
^ deVUS ^ 


**®™on wdd1slogue 

fo H r as Sl,ta 8 0,1 «« * 




As hrib a (37), 


Chapter 12, Hadith 5372 
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THE IDEAL MOTHER 


The father was entertaining his son and the son was becoming 
overjoyed by playing with his father. Suddenly, the son severely 
pushed against his father's hands with both of his own hands and 
said, "O you bastard!" 

God forbid! Upon hearing these words I was overwhelmed and 
stunned, and I quickly questioned, "Brother! Does this child go to 
school?" He replied, "He hasn't reached the age of beginning 
school yet." I asked, "Does he go to nursery?" He replied, "He 
has reached the age of beginning nursery but I've been a bit lazy 
and soon he will start going to the nursery." I stated, "Brother! If 
he went to school, it would have been easy for me to understand 
that maybe he heard this word from someone and remembered it. 
If he went to nursery, it was possible that he may have heard this 
word from some silly child and remembered it. Brother! Neither 
does he go to school nor the nursery. It seems as though in this 
house, either you use such an un-Islamic word or the mother of 
this child, and from there he has learnt it." 

He replied, "Pirzada Sahib! This child does not know the reality 
of this word otherwise he would not have used it." I said, "It is 
quite correct that this child does not know the reality of this word 
but tomorrow when he becomes an adult and calls someone else a 
'bastard', both you - mother and father - will be included in his 
sinfulness. For you have taught him this un-Islamic word." 

Therefore, both, mothers and fathers, are required to adhere to 
Islamic ethics and values in their everyday speech and 
conversation. Those words that they would not like to be used 
for them, they should not use for anybody else. Otherwise, their 
children will learn those words causing them difficulties and 
sorrow in later life. 


THE TELEVISION AND THE INTERNET 

In an Islamic society, the responsibility of upbringing the children 
mostly rests upon the mother's shoulders as the father in most 
common cases remains away in quest of livelihood. However, 
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"P"" 8 ™ „ke« ** 

0 f tnoth erS haV ^ it to the 

. n '“ ch 

•*ss» * m«■ 


*ssr* o ‘ ,, 

televs.cn was SW father were taking 

^ ^“i^fered to join in the meal and - 


l te lXr 0 Vwas also "throughout this 

pined in the conversation w‘*» ^ fixed on the television 
meal, the eyes of the c ^ they had absolutely no idea of what 
screen to such an extend^ ft ^ as as though sitting inside one 
we were conversing conversation in an Islamic 

Meniere lost within an un-Is = c 
atmosphere that was appearing on the television screen. It got to 
such a level that 1 saw one of the children break a morsel of 
chapatti, move his hand towards the dish of curry and instead of 
placing the chapatti in the curry he began pressing the chapatti on 
the table, then placed it in his mouth and chewed away casually. 
During this short time, his eyes and concentration were firmly 
glued on the television screen and he had absolutely no idea that 
he was eating dry chapatti without any curry p on der vn J 
will such children be obedient to and follow^vhatever 
on the television or will they be obedient to the moth ? ^ Sh ° Wn 

1 request all the Muslims residing in the IT • 
of every twenty four hours, they should ^ 
i purely with their d at ^ ea<lf 


oi eveiy iwcm.y uhu nours, they sh< 
to spend purely with their spouses 
for this, in my view, is the even- 
television should be switch d mea l- 
converse with one another i -e. 

language will be passed ' «,‘his m J 
informality and frankness ^ children ' 



-atleastreserve * 0Ut 

s and children n u” ehoui 
ang meal. Af ‘ he bes ‘ time 

—v- 


lo sso m 






1H E IDEAL MOTHER 

^ 3 ^ If 

“ev^C 1 * M ™“" « «*v > 

a ^of 0u y r 

THE MOTHER TONGUE 

V P until today u,„ L, , 

Ongnage is that of the Zt’" that a 

,on gw'came into existence S ”« '*"« the £Z'-' S %f 

rern > m 0 «, er 

Ihe tot language i< * a * • 

st ' XZ ’ r ' zsszf '- Z : 

the United KinoA >S unf °rhmate for the u y thou Shts into 

^theSlUT that «* *oZX sUmsresidi "g" 
‘“^ht^ll^.^geisEnghshZfth 6 u Pm ’ abi ' 

c °nvnunicate 2fJ * *® translate!nt 0 T l CMd fkst o( 
labour h ks ° r h * rnother <£?,*’?* « «*r to 
' Cai > ' *fc why has this 

The reason 


reas on is cl ear Th 

°;Zr 7 re ° f the °^evisioZ ve r ,ess ° f her c ° m P an y to 
^TZ^^on-notZtlZ ,f is «* ** 

"Wh good'! l°7 atCh telev ‘sion ChTA ' ^ chUdren should 

UeeisioTl™ beneficial prll^ T Sh ° U,d be ab,e to 

where the U d have a limit. % T" 6 ?' However, watching 
Mamie f JT hstens to th Zf ^ S ° not be tbe case 
and both m n ^ Sand despite that tl ? adkan w hich appears on 
°°th, mother a n d children d is n °‘ ^ned off 

k *h e amount of p **”"*'»'**'■ 

mother c ° time chilrlr* 

tom acrifw^ S ^ at m uch time* Watc ^ in S television\, if a 

>0n ^eandth S , <0 their n ature thi ^ children and talks t0 
e klamic culture . S eniare * ss ue of the mother 

can be improved. 
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1 0IHG A LIE 


/ , ni0 me instances, a mother wants to go out due to some reaso 
L^er child is persistent in wanting to go with her and cries. In 
order to temporarily quieten the child, the mother makes a false 
I promise, "0 look! I am going to get a bicycle for you." Upon 
, hearing this, the child calms down and quietens, and anxiously 
awaits the return of his or her mother. When the mother returns 
without the bicycle, the child questions the whereabouts of it. In 
order to silence and quieten the child again, the mother tells 
another lie. This course of action can have negative effects for the 
mother which may include the following; 

1. The child loses confidence in the mother and is forced to 
understand that his or her mother can tell a lie. 

2. The child receives the rearing and encouragement of 
telling lies and when he or she grows up and tells a lie to 
the mother, it is the mother who will be responsible. 

■ The sin of telling a lie will be recorded in the mother's 
book of deeds, just as it has been related from the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)- 

'Abd Allah ibn 'Umar (Allah be pleased with him) , 
that one day Allah's Messenger (peace Z u7 ^ 

Allah be upon him) came to their house H beSSm & s ot 
and was talking aloud. In order to n uief ' . tt ' as young 
called him towards her saying that If h *” ™ m ' motk » 

of Allah to ufon him) sajjj" G»> w *> 
do not give him anything , h m °«ler "|» n WkSui «5 
your book of deeds "u g ' he n a H e wj]l ' No K if y 0u 

* recot dedin 


m Sunan Abi Dawud, Book 0 f a /. Ad 
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LOVING THE NOBLE MESSENGER MUHAMMAD 
(PEACE AND BLESSINGS OF ALLAH BE UPON HIM) 

Love for the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) is the essence of faith. No one can possess true faith 
and belief without this profound love. The sign of a complete 
mu'min (believer) is that he or she loves Allah (most high) and 
Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) the 
most. 

It is the responsibility of the parents that they create the love for 
the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
within the hearts of their children from childhood. 

One means of attaining this is to recall and relate to the children 
the lovely and wonderful ahadith of the noble Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) in which he has stressed the 
love for children, keeping them happy and bringing them up in a 
good manner. This is to ensure that the love for the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is created 
in their hearts and they attempt to follow his blessed example. In 
this regard, the following sayings of the noble Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) are worthy of contemplation; 

"Habituate your children in three things; loving 
their Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him), loving his household (ahl al-bayt) and reciting 
the holy Qur'an." 15 


And; 


"Love Allah (most high) because He provides for 
you from His blessings. And due to the love o 
Allah (most high) love me. And due to the love o 
me, love my household." 16 


. ^ Hjndl (d ‘ 975 ^ al-'Ummal fi Swum al-Aqwal wal-Afnl, Hadi 
4^409, Volume 16, p. 456. 

' Sunan at-Timudht, Book of al-Manaqib (45), Chapter 32, Hadith 4158. 
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THE “ ' ,pon 
ft, noble Messenger (P 

has stated; rci f U 1 to our young 

“He is not our eiders."* 

an d who .s no d up in respect 

on it is our moral obUgaUontosta^ J owledge , a 

- ; r«««.»« * 

virtuous person or a pe 

suitable place. such as the 

„ very honourable and ermnent 0 T the tanqa (sp.ntual guides) 
parents, religious scholars ^ ^ hands along side standmg 
0 , other noble people, the manner and custom. Children 

up in respect is a very g ^ ethics so that respect for the 

should be made accusto d ^ humi ijty and modesty 

elders is created in the whlch keeps them away from 

matures within the c 

arrogance and disobedience. 

v vKp following ahadith and traditions demand 
In this respect, tne iui & 

attention; 

' A'isha (Allah be pleased with her) states that she has not 
1 found anyone with more resemblance to the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
than Fatima, the daughter of Allah's Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). The habits, manners 
conduct, etiquettes and ways of Fatima (Allah be pleased 
with her) resembled the noble Messenger (peace 
blessings of Allah be upon him). Whenever / a 

be pleased with her) would come 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon hi ^ u Pr0 P het 
stand to welcome her, kiss her (head) and ™i' t 


t7 At-Tabrayzi, Mislikat al-Masabih jw 

. . 0,1-- 'nln'l.VVs,!, r-icv , ' U ° K < 
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place. And when the nobl^ r> - 

°1 Allah be upon him\ lo phet (pea CP 

pfc»d with I v "°" lcl SO IO P,„" d W«M ng> 

k ” -—■ -> ^saas.a.'ssf i: 

—?»> -.or,:';:; 

used to sit in the Usings of Allab k that the 

would Stand, they would* aH *° thern The^wh Him) 
remain standing until the ^ a ‘ SO and thev w" he 
blessings of Allah be upon (P^cT^S 

»y one of his pure wives.« the house of 

people of knowledge and the pious 8 UP res P ec ‘ for the 
act Moreover, This action is in actual TV ^ 3 rewa rding 
and show of respect to knowledge andgaiety emonstration 

IVhen Sa d ibn Mu'adh /Allat 1 1 

close to the mosque, Kble h ’ m > came 

blessings of Allah be unn u n °x ^ Pro P het (peace and 
Madina (ansar - St Ld *T‘ ) mStructed ‘he helpers of 

amongst you "20 ^WehHnhl y ° Ur ,' eader and th e best 
a noble nerco . ' highlights another aspect that when 

to stand I n v rS and the m ° ther lns ‘ructs the children 

stand up and show respect, this instruction of her is the 
unna an practice of the noble Messenger (peace and 
essmgs of Allah be upon him), for he instructed the ansar 
to stand up also. 

On the other hand, if a person is a complete tyrant and 
terrorist, wrongdoer and full of arrogance, to stand up in 
bis respect is not permitted because the noble Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) stated, "He, 
who loves that people stand in his respect, will have his 
abode in the fire of hell." 21 


Sunan at-Ttrmidlii, Book al-Manaqib (45), Chapter 61, Hadith 4246. 

19 Su ' ,flrI Abi Dawud. Book of al-Adab (42), Chapter 1, Hadith 4777. 3g51 

Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Manaqib al-Ansar (63), Chapter 12, Ha it 
21 Al-Bukhan, al-Adab al-Mufrad , p 288. 
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„ , b - ■ Amir (Allah be pleased with him) in his report 

m "When we arrived, we were informed that this was 
Tv, Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
S srSankissinghis blessed hands and feet- 


c wb (Allahbe pleased with him) relates that he saw ' All 
(S he pleased'with himl kissing>e hands and feet of 
■ Abbas (Allab be pleased with him). 


I * 

r;^ou r g 

ftie noble Messenger (peace ^ Hessmg ^ those 

they used to kiss the hands of te g V Ws of 

Jds that had performed the bay at (aW up0 n 

te noble Messenger (peace and blessing 

I him). 2 * 












The onus and rights of 
the Couple 


The home is the foundational unit of any society and resembles a 
small-scale state. 

The general populace of this state are the children. The mother is 
the minister and the father is the prime minister. If both, the 
mother and the father, attempt to become the prime minister then 
the system of affairs of the home will become confounded and 
upset. There is no state in the world that has two prime 
ministers. 

Therefore, parents and children are required to make the hom 
place of comfort and happiness, while remaining within 
boundaries of each one s responsibilities and rights. 6 



1 "The mother has the most right over „ 

husband has the most right over a woman "i “ 3 

, "1 was shown the fire of hell. The m • 

were women who were ungrateful"7’°"^ of ‘he 

- -___ ' ltw « asked 

, M Mundhiri (d. 656 AH), al-Turofcjj , 

Vrfume 3, Booh of an-Nikah, p. 53 (Number *» „ 
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those women ungrateful to Allah ( mns , . . , 

Messenger (peace and blessings of All ‘t 8 V ? " T ^e no ,. 

replied "They were ungrateful to ihe t * 

those favours of the husband that if v bands and To 

favouring the wife and on one occasion sheT ^ 

from you that she did not like, she would sav^ , S ° methi 4 

seen anything good in you '."2 y ' 1 ^ave never 

In other words, those women would reiect 

past favours of the husband if he merely o deny a11 the 

did something that displeased them. y " ° ne ° ccasion 

"The woman who is committed to offering the n ra v P r, ^ 
fastrng and who protects her privates and follows Ter 
husband; all the doors of paradise are opened for her and 
she will be able to enter paradise through any door she 
chooses." 3 


Thus, the wife should follow her husband and encourage the 
children to be obedient to the father also. For the husband is 
responsible for providing, from his hard-earned livelihood, the 
residence for his wife and children, their food and clothing. It is 
thus his right that he be appreciated and followed. 

However, it must be understood that this obedience and 
following is not limitless, rather, it is conditional. If the 
says something that is contrary to the religion, then his o e ace 
in such a thing is not necessary. For the noble Messenger 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) has stated; 

"There is no conformity to anyone in a tl g 
disobedient to Allah (most high). ^ Obe ien 
only in something good and pious. 

: SaJith al-BukJtan, Book of al-Iman (2), Chapter 21, Ha> ar-Rahman c f 

Mi isnad Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Volume 1 , Collection. / pe ace and b eS 
(Allah be pleased with him) from the noble Messen 7344. 

Allah be upon him). r^haoter 1/ Hadith 

* SaJuh al-Bukhan , Book of Akhbar al-Ahad (96), 
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furthermore, Allah (most high) has ordered the men; 

"Live with your wives in a good manner. And if 
you dislike them, then it is possible that you detest 
something whereas Allah has placed abundant good 
in it." (Qur'an 5 4,19) 

\n other words, treat your wife in a good manner and if you 
dislike a certain habit of her, then do not suddenly become fed up 
, and think of separation, for none is free from defects and faults, 
neither you nor your wife. 

I It is quite possible that the new wife you choose may have much 
1 mote faults and weaknesses than your present wife. If this wife 
has some faults, then clearly she wrll have some good and 
praiseworthy aspects too. 

Therefore, be patient as much as possible upon her mistakes. 
Perhaps Allah (most high} will grant you such righteous children 
tromllAs wife who later on witt honour your name m matters 
concerning religion and this worldly life. 

, w Y\ilst pointing out the obligations of the husband, 

<P eaCe «“* bk5Sm S S of Mlah be U P°" h ™> 

stated; 

"The best amongst you is he who has the best manners 

V towards his wife."" 

"peed your wives the same that you feed yourself. Clothe 
tVrem with the same level and standard of clothes that you 
clothe yourself. Do not hit them and do not degrade 
them" 7 

3 "On *e Day of Judgement, the person considered the 

-— TTTsurat an-Nisa' (4), Verse 19. 
s Qur a ' . Tirm idhi, Book of ar-Rida' (8), ChaDter n u . , 

V !“"«» Ab ' Dfflm ‘ d ' Booko1 
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worst in the eyes of Allah (most hi»L\ 

°* his 

Allah (most high) has likened the relationship k 

husband and wife with an item of clothing; betWeen the 

"They (the wives) are a garment for you, and vou 
are a garment for them." ( Qur'an 9 2,187) y u 

Let us ponder over this piece of clothing; 

1 The garment or piece of clothing, recognises the physical 
defect of a person; however, it conceals it from the eyes of 
the people. 

The garment makes the beauty and splendour of a person 
more elegant. 

3. The garment protects a person from the effects of heat and 
cold and gives comfort and ease. 

The husband and wife who fulfil the requirements of being the 
garments for one another, i.e. they hide the defects of one another, 
they celebrate the good of one another, they preserve the purity o^ 
one another and they protect one another from harm 
difficulty, it is their home that resembles paradise in this 
The children being nurtured in that home become exemp ary 
they honour the name of their parents. 

Just as lsma'il (peace be upon him) was obedient ^^^ads of 
Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and in doing so raise ^ sC hool 
his parents high for ever. That only came about ue j-j US band 
in the home and the excellent relationship between 
and the wife. 


* Sahih Muslim, Book of an-Nikah (17), Chapter 21, Had 
9 Qur'an, Surat al-Baqara (2), Verse 187. 


62 


The onus and rights of the Couple 


•^e prominent poet of the East, the learned Muhammad Iqbal, 
refers to this and states; 


The bene/icence of vision, or the miracle of school, 
Who taught lsma'il the decorum of filialness? 







m. 



The onus and rights of 
the Mother and Children 


Just as it is the right of the children that their mother fulfils the 
obligations of nurturing, educating and upbringing them - the 
details of which have been mentioned in the previous chapters - 
similarly, it is the mother's right that her children treat her well, 
be obedient to her and pray for her forgiveness when she dies. 


In this regard, observe the following ahadith; 

\ "V erily, Allah (most high) has decreed disobedience to the 

mother as forbidden (baram)." 1 

2 . "The mother has the most right over a man and the 
husband has the most right over a woman." 2 


parents, is it possible to do good for them 2 " Tk ° 
Messenger (peace and blessings of AlUk u ne noble 
replied, "Tes. Supplicating for them and l- UP ° n him ) 
forgiveness, fulfilling their promises askln & for their 
__ 6S ' Meeting their 

, SflHih al'Bukhnri, Book of al-Adab (78), Chapters 

2 S Ai _Mundhiri (d. 656 AH), at-Targhib t^tT 6 ’,^ 1 ^ 6041 - 
V o\ume3,Bookofan-Nikah,p.53 ( N umberl6 ^ r;,,b al-Hadith ash Sha 
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friends and being good to their relatives."3 

For, verily, the rank and status of the parents * 

increases with the supplication of the child Paradi se 

asking for the forgiveness of the parents. 4 r<?n 3nd their 

Another prophetic Companion (Allah be pleas^H , , 

asked the noble Messenger (peace and blessing ? him) 
be upon him), "I desire to do jihad, yet I do n S f Allah 

abiiih- to do so.” The noble Messenger 7' " the 

blessings of AUah be upon him) questioned "Is there *** 
one of your parents who is alive?" He renli^H any 

mother is ahve." The noble Messenger L My 
blessings of Allah be upon him) stated, "Be good to T* 
and treat her weU. If you have pleased your mother vo 
wdl receive the reward of the major pil^-image (hajii the 

lesser pilgrimage ('umra) and jihad." 5 8 ' th 

Jahima (Allah be pleased with him) came to the noble 

humhT 8 " (pea L Ce i and b]essm S s °< AUah be upon him) and 
mnbly remarked, "O Messenger of Allah! I wish to do 
|ihad and I have come to seek your advice." The noble 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 

... ' s y° ur mother alive?" He replied in the 

irmatne and so the noble Messenger (peace and 
essings of AUah be upon him) stated, "Remain with her 
for paradise lies beneath her feet." 6 

This hadith highlights that in some instances serving 

mother is far better than jihad. 


the 


SJt "foment of pregnancy to the time of childbirth and 
upbrint/ u* during the sta ges of nurturing, education and 
n g/ t e mother passes through many testing situations. 

; S° d ^3^ Adab (34) - Cha p ,er 2 - Hadith 379S - 

VolimeT^nb {d ( fo 6 at - Tar ghib wa't-Tarhib min al-Hadith ash-Sharif, 

b Sunanan-Nasa ?lL^v TT e Y ' a S_Sl,a ' P- 315 (Number 8). 

' B ° ok of al-Jihad (25), Chapter 6, Hadith 3117. 
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«* ^ d p r^, y °the StSET e o<7Z SS 

S proudly endures, if he or she even pays a slight attention 
is very great and sublime. 











Some motVvers ignore tVve correct and proper upbringing of 
chiidven to such a \e-ve\ of deUnquency tVrat tVvey later on regret it 
tHemselves, tovrttoy then it Is too late. 

InitcV oiten commits wrong and thre neighbours 
airv, ho w ever, the mother still does not 
the child; rather, she tries to conceal the 
__ of her child Moreover, when the father attempts to 
hild, this imprudent mother proses as art obstacle for the 
yirvg, "he is only a child when he grows up he will 
" ‘ this Vs the foolishness of the mother and the 

suit of this; neglect can have drastic consequences for the « 
mily - 




ing incidents demand the attention of such mothers; 

■ isiamic court once announced the punishment c 
& i'— hand of a thief. which point the thuh , C>f 

' piace and in a raised voice spoke out "h f UP 

.ng rny hand cut off my mother's tongue For' tvf f 0re 
.e 'When 1 stole an eee from „ - , , tor, the first 

then instead of House, my 

nay mother at that moment la a a , ° U ra 8* 11 8 me. If 

irrfwe™,“w **,1, h *™ 







THE ideal mother 


children. 


The motHer 


tin 


exercise 
was aware of 
questioned the child as to wWere We wc 
things from and why Wo was brin^ 
Moreox^er, if a memWer of tWe otWer eWilcL^ 
to the mother of tWis cWild and cox^^^S ^W 
l-»aci stolen the book or pencil of tWeir child 
would Wide- the fault of Wer son and 


is not a tWie 


“My son does not steal and 

lr. this way tWo oourago and dares of tWo cWild We S an to 
increase and the Wafoit of steal.ng s trengt We,-»ed to suoW ao 
exlent tWat when Wo grew up. Wo became a habitual thief 
and a known dacoit. 

°r»e day he, along with Wis friends, robbed a small vUlage 
and killed numorous peop 1 e_ ' 1 he po 1 ice was able to arrost 
him Foliowing tWe trial. Wo was sentenced to deatW. When 

the time for hanging approached Wo insisted tWat he 
wanted to say something to Wis mother before dying. FIe 
was permit tod to do so. The in othe r, -wWo w as ir\ a terrible 
state duo to constant cry in g a rad grieving, came to W< 

The son leaned forward towa rds Wis m other's oar and 

whispered, "Look mother! Today I a m go ing to be Warige 
till 1 die, only Wecause of you." He, tWen quickly . . \ S 

mother's ear. A. 11 people w a ter W ing spoke ou 
act committed, especial 1 y at Wis last moment 

TWis tWief replied to all, "Listen! It is due to this mother of 
mine that 1 am to We hanged today- When - s topp eCl 

pencils a rati books from sc Woo 1, sWe sWoul aV ^ s p, e Wad 

me then and got rid of tWis evil WaWit of xraxrao- 
cione that, tWis day would not have com- 


The purpose of these narrations is to Wighlig t fT u enC' 

can have in the development of tWe child - fTer 1 - 

the child or break the cWild. For this reason, so 



in this m 


VO 


Imprudent mothers 


ha t instead of kilhug a dacoit, VdW the mother so that she does not 
^We birth to another dacoit. 
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Wise mothers 


It is common knowledge that behind a great husband there is the 
hand of a great wife. In exactly the same manner, behind a great 
son there is the hand of a great mother who joins with her 
husband and plays an active and pivoted role in the upbringing of 
her children. 


History testifies that there have been many mothers who did not 
have their husbands beside them and all alone they brought up 
their children in such a magnificent meinner that there children 
eventually shined in the world as people of great excellence 


pleased with him), Imam al-Bukhari (Allah be pleased with!? 
Sayyid 'Abd al-Qadir al-JOani (Allah be pleased wii h^ 
Baba Farid Gan) Shakar (Allah be pleased with him) ' m ' 

In the end, 1 find it important to mention 
prominent mothers, so that the mothers of .n/ 110 " 8"“* ‘ 
their example, can excel in the upbringing of their chiH f ° U0VV 

1. During the Umayyad era, a dele«K 

Madina to do jihad in East Pe rs f a " Was Prepared f, 
Furrukh was included in ,v Abu 'Abd ar p J 
Furrukh's wife „ as pregnant. dele Sation. At off® 
P e gnant, but he was not aware 
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rnpun n furrukh gave his wife thirty thousand 

and left for jihad 




1 gave his wife 

.^hereabouts o/ 

. re plied that 
m a sa *e place 


" e Prophetic 
^educational 
ehVering the 
k , es °f Imam 
,, d >'d (Allah 
Medina and 


unable to 



j se his son and asked, "Who is Ra bi'a. 

people toW him that this was lhe^on ^ thanked Allah 

Upon hearing this, Fur™ F wjfe and informed her, 
(most high), went back jf he was the 

"Today I have seen your son in such a state as 

greatest scholar of all." 

His wife asked him, "What is it that you like more; your 
thirty thousand dinars or this knowledgeable position of 
your son?" Furrukh spoke out, "I swear by Allah (most 
high), I love the knowledge of my son." She informed him, 

"I spent the thirty thousand dinars on educating your 
son." Furrukh replied, "I swear by Allah (most high), you 
have not wasted that wealth." 1 

Just imagine for a moment, what a wonderful result the 
excellent upbringing of this pious mother L u 
produce, that her son was able te i, " as ab,e to 
Madina. This shows that spend, ^ mufti of 
education and upbringing of the child ^ * ° n S°od 

merely accumulating material wealth ^ them ^ 

Sayyid 'Abd al-Qadir al i;i . 
was orphaned at the aee ^ ^ ba h be pleacoj 
respected mother paid 8 * ° f about four or fi d With him) 
and upbringing ^ ^ attention ^ 6 ^ His 

him) 0 ' a "'' Abd al-Qadi educa Hon 

ap srsjj* hoi 1 ; gj ^ 

an ' t °e 0 to P >o n 


c,lUUr e y 0ll '** m 1S 0 |. till ed 

m t0 go , > 

et >gre 


Adh 


D fofobi (d 




I °bt, 

;. Ca foi, 


'of 



mi inrAi mother 


Prrhapv in this life 1 shall never see you again 
supplications and prayers will always accompany yo^ 

^ho continued, "From your father's inheritance 1 h 
eiphtv dinars remaining 1 shall keep forty dinars f V ° ° nIy 
brother and 1 give you forty dinars to assist you i^n V ° Ur 
journey She sewed those forty dinars inside Abd°T 
Qadir al-Jilam's clothes under his armpit. As he depart H 
from home, she ardently spoke out, "My dear son* Lisle 
to my last and final advice Never forget it and that is To 
always speak the truth no matter what happens'." 

She then hugged her son and with tears showering down 
from her eyes said, "Go! My son, go! 1 leave you with Allah 
(most high), l ie shall be your Protector and Helper." 

A caravan was leaving from Jilan to Baghdad. 'Abd al- 
Qadir al-Jilani (Allah be pleased with him) departed with 
that caravan. When this caravan approached Hamdan, it 
came under attack from some highway robbers, who 
looted the caravan and stole all that the people possessed. 

One robber came forward and asked, "O boy! Do you have 
anything with you as well?" 'Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (Allah 
be pleased with him) replied, "1 have forty dinars. l n 
those times, this was a very large amount and for a child to 
have such an amount was virtually impossible. Hence, the 
robber was not convinced and moved away. hi * 
manner, a number of those robbers came and questions 
Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (Allah be pleased with him)/ ^ ^ 
upon hearing this same reply each time, they thoug 
be a joke and left him. 

ln the end, the leader of the gang asked his //y eS . 

Has everyone been looted?" They rep ^ bo y 
Everyone has been robbed. Though there is a > ° ^ irn 
who claims to have forty dinars. We did not ® ^ me" 

so we left him." The leader remarked. Bring ^ , w ith 

The young Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (Allah be p e 
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him) was brought to him and the leader asked about what 
he had with him. ' Mad al-Qadir al-Jilani (Allah be pleas d 
with him) again told him, "1 have forty dinars^ He ask 
"Where are they?" 'Abd a\-Qadir al-Jilani (Allah Be 
pleased with him) replied, "They are sewed ^ my garn^i 
under my armpit." When his garment was taken off and 
opened up, they actually found those forty dinars. 

_ . „c .hose robbers was amazed and asked, 

"Toung lad' Do you not know that we are highway 
robbers 7 If you had not told us and lied you would have 
!this money." To this 'Abd al-Qad.r al-Jilam (Allah 
bL pleased with him} replied, "1 would have save t e 
money but 1 would have not obeyed my mother. For when 
1 departed from home, my mother advised me to always 
sneak the troth no matter what happens, and 1 promised 
her that 1 will always speak the truth." 

These words uttered by 'Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (Allah be 
\ ed with him) had such an effect on the robbers that 
please ^ ^ cr y an d stated, "How has this young child 
they promise made to his mother? How sad is it 

hTwe, who have for so many years been breaking the 
1 Tmise made to our Creator and have been cruel and 
oppressive towards His creation?" 

property 
sincerely 
from then 


PventuaUy, the robbers returned the wealth and property 
they bad robbed from the caravan and, by sincerely 
repenting, became righteous and pious people from then 


My (the author) age was six years old when my respected 
lather passed away. After offering the nieht vimi P * d 
(saiat at-taha\jud) and the dawn prayer (sLt a u 
roother would begin reciting the declari' * ‘ ajr ^' 0ur 
very low voice and begin walking passed Ti° fa ‘ th ” 3 
beds. She would wake us ud for ml -i ° ^ound our 

dawn prayer and then 


i fjhurawi, Hadiqal al-KJiutabu , p. 35^ 













thf inPAi mother 


Wvome busv in extracting butter fro™ • „ 

<hc- lass, (yogurt-based drink). As our P re P a ring 

related to a spiritual guide, there werealw a vs ' d " 
ma,ds helping to prepare meals for gueste h °" e ° r ,W< > 
noble mother used to extract butter from our 

our breakfast all by herself k and prep are 

When we would return home after offering the H a „ 
prayer tn the mosque and after reciting the holy Our' =7" 
half an hour, our breakfast of fried bread with y^urt " as ° s - 
and fresh butter would be ready. However, if any one out 
ol us brothers and sisters was lazy in offering the dawn 
prayer or reciting the holy Qur'an, he or she would be 
deprived of having breakfast or would be given breakfast 
last of all At the same time, he or she would be warned. 
He, who is not grateful to Allah (most high) for His 
provision and subsistence is not worthy of eating from His 
provision." 

At that moment, this warning and delay in breakfast did 
not please us, however, the benefit of it is such that since 
childhood such a habit of offering the dawn prayer and 
reciting the holy Qur'an has continued through my student 
years, adult life and now 1 am close to old age, still, my 
favourite time for study is after the dawn prayen 
Moreover, most of the time, 1 write my exegesis (tafsir) o 
the holy Qur'an after the dawn prayer. 

Ending note: 

Mav Allah (most high) shower the grave of my noble . ing 

countless mercies and blessings; whose outstanding P ^ an 

awakened the love for offering the prayer an t e 
w ithin me from a very early age. 

Those men and women who are reading this ^ > °^' anC j s hovver 

are alive, may Allah (most high) bless t neir 1 Allah (most 

barakj ,n them. And if they have passed away, may 
high) forgive them. Amin. 
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ta «he end, l (the author) request all *°^ ™"^ fo r gl veness of 
" (it from this hook that they supplicate for the g 
parents. Thank you. lazaka Allahu Ta ala. 

. f * V>^ 

• vjy" N 
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Without doubt, every father loves his children; however, the 
phrase 'motherly love' has become an aphoristic proverb. For 
this reason, it has been used as a measure to illustrate Allah's 
love for His creation. 
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